


W
ell, everyone needs to feel alive, 
to feel the rush and lapse in momen-

tum, with a lingering sensation of 
happiness, fear and curiosity all at once. 
Such levels of euphoria can only be 
reached on a safari tour in Africa the 
cradle of mankind. This is the place 
where it all began and still continues, 
a place that still has untamed nature, raw 
and uncontrolled. Every second is filled 
with unpredictable and endless expe-
riences that you just have to experi-
ence for yourself. 
We all need a break from our busy 
offices and congested cities. Journal 
for Africa magazine showcases pho-
tos from the great African continent 
and testimonials shared by travelers 
and nature lovers across the globe 
who come to Africa to feel its natural 
connection. So, don’t forget there is 
nothing more enjoyable on this plan-
et than travelling. Take pictures along 
the way because pictures simply tell 
the whole story in “pixels”.

Ephraim Nyaganga

Editor
enyaganga@gmail.com

Celebrating Africa. 
A continent full of

natural 
wonders

Editor’s Note
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a paradise for photographers

M
any have heard of the great 
migration in Masai Mara, a 
spectacular event that attracts 
1,000s of photographers each 

year, but Kenya’s amazing wildlife has 
so much more to offer. The conserva-
tion photographer and Canon Ambas-
sador from Sweden, Tom Svensson, 
have been documenting Kenya’s fasci-
nating but also endangered wildlife for 
several years. Among other things, he 
has worked near the rangers and park 
management in Solio Game Reserve, a 
magical place that you can read more 
about as Tom shares some of Kenya’s 
hidden gems for the photo enthusi-
ast...

Kenya’s
hidden gems,

by Tom Svensson
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S
olio is one of my absolute favorite places and 
its landscape offers diverse surroundings 
that you will not find in many other places in 
Africa. My favorite place is the forest areas 

where the rays of sunlight filters through the foliage 
providing the surroundings with a soft light. The 
shrubs and trees of the green forest deliver endless 
compositional possibilities and gives a depth to the 
images that will kick start your photographic cre-
ativity. Within minutes we are surrounded by a pack 
of lions, no other jeeps are around and we can see 
that the lions are feasting on a prey they probably 
killed during the night.
As the sun slowly begins to set in the afternoon, 

completely different photo opportunities emerge 
and on the reserve’s plateau awaits an experience 
beyond the ordinary. Standing in the middle of the 
Kenyan savannah surrounded by rhinos, giraffes 
and lions is a magnificent experience and when you 
see the giraffes pass right in front of the big setting 
sun, you get the perfect opportunity for spectacular 
sunset pictures. Solio is also a place that is warm to 
my heart as a conservation photographer. The re-
serve is focused on the protection and conservation 
of rhinos where they play an important role in the 
protection and breeding of black rhinos in Kenya...

Kenya’s hidden gems, a paradise for photographers

SOLIOGAME RESERVE

Tom Svensson
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Kenya’s hidden gems, a paradise for photographers

I focus on a lion 
behind the foliage where the 

sun’s rays hit the eye just right. I 
under expose a few stops before 
I take the picture, which result 
in a striking image that for me 
shows the magic with light and 
photo opportunities in Solio... 

Tom Svensson



SAMBURU NATIONAL RESERVE
Kenya’s hidden gems, a paradise for photographers

A
nother of Kenya’s hidden gems for wildlife 
photographers is Samburu National Re-
serve. The dry climate of this beautiful place 
gives you the opportunity to photograph 

species that are only found here, including Grevy’s 
zebra, Somali giraffe, and East African oryx. When 
the African sun begins to hover just above the hori-
zon, throwing an orange glow over the surrounding 
nature, you realize you are in photography heaven. 
Here you might get the chance to capture elephants 
up close with the Kenyan mountains burning red 
from the evening sun as your backdrop. Samburu’s 
heart is the Ewaso Ngir River that cuts right through 
the park and attracts large deer, buffalo and ele-
phants to come to the river to quench their thirst. In 
the mountainous areas there are very good oppor-

tunities to photograph leopards and I especially re-
member a photo opportunity where I photographed 
a leopard cub in a tree just meters from the jeep.

Tom Svensson
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TOM SVENSSON
Tom Svensson is a world known conservation photographer. Toms ma-

jor driving force in life is conservation, and he travels regularly around 
the world to document endangered species, anti-poaching and illegal trad-
ing of animals. His skill as a photographer is to take pictures that touches 
people and makes a difference. Tom is a global Manfrotto ambassador and 
he is also in the Canon Nordic photographers program.

Winner of the WWF price Panda book of the Year 
with the book “At the end of the road”. He has also 
had many top placing in top competitions around 
the world.

AWARDS

Tom has published four books including the award 
winning “At the end of the road”. 

PUBLICATIONS

Tom uses professional Canon equipment. Among 
his cameras is a 1DX Mark II along with a whole 
range of lenses from a fisheye to long zoom lenses.

www.tomsvensson.se
www.facebook.com/tomsvensson.conservation-
photographer
www.instagram.com/tomsvensson1

GEAR

PORTFOLIO

Zoom Photo Tours have over the years taken numerous travelers to some of the world’s best pho-
to destinations – from the rainforests of Borneo to the African savannahs and the vast icecap of 
Greenland. Our tours are always led by some of the world’s greatest photographers in their area and 

we work with both well known National Geographic photographers to award-winning Sports Illustrated 
photographers.

https://zoomphototours.com

ZOOM PHOTO TOURS

YOUR
PHOTO
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THE CAPE 
BUFFALO

Bobby-Jo 

Syncerus caffer
Bobby-Jo Photography
@bobbyjophotographer

Duma Safaris Pty Ltd
bobby-jo@dumasafaris.com.au
http://www.dumasafaris.com.au

Photos by



Look into my eyes
Unpredictable
FearlessI a
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Look into my eyes

               the buffalo was 
listed as a near threatened 
species with only 400,000 
individuals left.

in 2019
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Bobby-Jo 



Bobby-Jo 

The African Buffalo 
is one of the big five African game, and it 
is known as “the Black Death” or “widow-
maker”, and is widely regarded as a very 
dangerous animal.
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Bobby-Jo 

We might be 
TOUGH 

but we still pose for pictures



M
ana Pools is a stunning park. We had seen pic-
tures before we went and it really turned out 
more beautiful than we imagined. But sadly, 

although we enjoyed the beauty, there was so much 
sadness. The drought has ravaged the land and the 
pools had completely dried up. The animals were 
starving and there were elephant carcasses through-
out the park, some adults and some babies. It was 
devastating to see. The Elephants that were still sur-
viving were skinny and the mothers just had no milk 
at all to feed their young and were actually pushing 
them away. Thank goodness they set up a program 

to feed the animals hay and protein blocks. There is 
no doubt that this is helping some of the animals get 
through this tough time. While we were there we 
saw them work tirelessly to distribute hay to differ-
ent feeding stations and it was encouraging to see 
the animals feeding on the hay. I am sure that their 
efforts have definitely saved some of these starving 
animals. Sadly the one day we did pass a feeding 
station that we had passed many times before, and 
on the hay lay a dead older female. The drought 
was just too much for her to get through and it was 
just so incredibly sad that she died on the pile of 

Adventure
My ManaPools

By Yvette Potgieter Holzbach

...
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hay that was there to keep her alive. She was just 
too far gone. On another occasion we saw a young 
calf, probably about two, on his own. There were 
no other elephants alone so his mother had died or 
perhaps he could not keep up with her. He was very 
weak. We left and reported it and later that day we 
drove past and unfortunately he had passed away. 
It was heartbreaking for me to see that. With all the 
rain that is falling in Africa we had hoped that Mana 
would get some of it but just when it seemed it was 
bypassing on a daily basis, it finally rained yesterday. 

It is going to take a while for the grass to grow and 
the trees to recover but hopefully this is the turn-
around that they need. They will still have to keep 
feeding until the vegetation has recovered again. I 
don’t usually ask anyone on my page to consider do-
nating to a cause but I am just so devastated by the 
pain and suffering these animals are going through 
that I just want to leave a link here incase you feel 
like you want to donate a little. There is a page you 
can look at and see the work they are doing. It is 
FeedMana and they are working so hard to try and 

FeedMana Campaign
For Paypal please go to www.vawz.org and click on the DONATE button top right.
All cash donations will be extremely gratefully received and put to good use for the 
FeedMana Campaign.
Zimbabwe

for more info visist facebook @FeedMana

CABS Platinum
Account Name:
Veterinarians for Animal Welfare 
Zimbabwe
Account #: 1003126383

South Africa
Standard Bank Graaf-Reinet
Account Name:
Veterinarians for Animal Welfare Zimbabwe
Account #:186623062
Swift Code: SBZA.ZA.JJ
Iban #: 051001

United Kingdom
TSB
Account Name: VAWZ UK
Account#: 01738162
Sort Code: 77-25-06

Dedicated Ecocash merchant line 150805 (VAWZ)

Yvette Potgieter Holzbach

...



keep the animals alive. So that is now out the way, 
I will try post happier pics from now on. :) These 
are just two of the thinner elephants we saw. The 
bulls are doing really well and the reason for that 
is that they are able to stand on their hind legs and 

reach the higher branches. So lucky for them they 
have been able to stay healthier. Hopefully no more 
animals will lose their lives now that the rains have 
finally headed their way.

Yvette Potgieter Holzbach

Yvette Potgieter Holzbach

 

    an older female who had passed away at this  
   feeding station so when we saw this little one we 
thought that maybe it too had passed away. We drove by later 
and with much relief we saw that the little calf had wandered off 
and must have been taking a much needed nap.

 We had 
previouslyseen

Takinga much needed nap

Yvette Potgieter Holzbach



Zacharia Nyakomba
Photo by 
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PaintedDog 
Conservation

Painted Dog Conservation was founded in 1992 by 
Dr Greg Rasmussen, for the protection of the painted 
dogs (Lycaon pictus) and their habitat. Painted Dog 
Conservation works to engage and incorporate lo-
cal communities in protecting painted dogs in Zim-
babwe. The painted dog, or African wild dog, was 
once common in Africa with estimates of over half 
a million spread among 39 countries. Current esti-

mates put their numbers at about 3,000 only found 
in Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and South Africa. Since PDC’s creation, 
Zimbabwe’s wild dog population has increased from 
400 to 700 individuals.Painted Dog Conservation is 
partnered with the Wildlife Conservation Network.

Source: Wikipedia

Painted Dog Conservation



Just like human finger-
prints, no two painted 

dogs have the same coat pat-
tern, which makes it easy to 
identify them. What they 
do all have is tan markings 
with a black stripe on their 
head and a white patch at 
the end of their tail.

Painted Dog Conservation
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Some the painted dog’s Programs in-
clude the use of Collars and road signs 
to protect the wild animals. 

They place colored collars on the dogs as 
a way to mark the animals and stop them 
from being hunted or attacked by people. 
In addition, the placement of road signs at 
key crossing points aids in reducing road 
collisions with the animals.
Moreover, Painted Dog Conservation has 
anti-poaching units staffed by locals to pro-
vide protection, gather data and collect 
poaching snares.

Painted Dog Conservation

The anti-poaching unit collects snares that are 
setup in the forests and gives them to local 

community artists who turn them into animal 

sculptures in what is termed Snare wire art. The 
sale of the sculptures also aids in spreading mes-
sage of the conservation of the wild dogs.

Painted Dog Conservation



Painted Dog Conservation

 PDC rehabilitation facility is 
available for injured painted 
dogs until they can be re-re-

leased into the wild.

Painted Dog Conservation 
uses radio collars to collect 

information about pack move-
ments. This information contrib-
utes to their relocation to preda-
tor-friendly areas and to expand 
their range when needed.

Painted Dog Conservation
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Cawston WILDLIFE ESTATE
Nyamandlovu, Zimbabwe

A herd of Burchell’s zebra on the safari plains of Cawston wildlife es-
tate, Nyamandlovu, Zimbabwe
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beetles

its all about

bugs&

Photo by 

Lorrie_salimu
Lorraine K Sal

Journal for Africa www.journalforafrica.com23

Lorraine K Sal



Zacharia Nyakomba
Photo by 

Mana PoolsNational Park

An intimate
encounterwith elephants

Elephants will walk at the pace of their slowest member, with infants surrounded 
by nurturing members of the herd. 

Elephants are pregnant for 22 months — it’s the longest gestation period of any 
mammal.
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Mana PoolsNational Park

Zacharia Nyakomba

Common Elands are the largest of the antelope species weighing.
They are are nomadic and crepuscular. They eat in the morning and evening, rest in 
shade when hot and remain in sunlight when cold.

They make clicking sounds with their knees when they walk.
As large animals with high metabolic rates, Eland require
high quality forage across all seasons

Common Eland 
Tragelaphus oryx - Mhofu
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The kings and queens 
of the jungle

Zacharia Nyakomba
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