
  



  Editor’s Note 
Travelling has been part of our nature. 

We love to explore the world and see 

new places, however, 2020 was 

different, we saw the emergence of a 

new virus Covid-19 that left us trapped 

in our homes affecting all sectors of our 

livelihoods. The pandemic has ridden 

roughshod over humanity, with 

improbable chance of escape. This led to 

2020 being one of the most 

disappointing years to nature lovers who 

are waking up everyday to facades of 

their buildings, trapped in kiln's fire of 

isolation affecting their simian nature. 

With countries enforcing lockdowns 

there was little to no traveling the whole 

year, people were just gourmandizing, 

becoming hopeless fluffy immotile 

beings, but those who were fortunate 

enough managed to travel and capture a 

few moments we can celebrate in this 

2021 edition. In times like these, you 

really feel the importance of travelling, 

especially now when we cannot. You 

start reflecting on all those times we 

should have travelled but didn't. So, 

brace yourself as we are about to reveal 

some of the few 2020 moments. 

Remember stay safe don't travel, when 

the time is right again, we shall meet and 

create memories together. 

Ephraim Nyaganga 
Editor 
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VALLEY 

Honde 

ZIMBABWE 

Imagine staying in Honde Valley 
Zimbabwe, waking up to this 
spectacle everyday. Rural Life is 
beautiful sometimes.  
By Sisonke Homes 

Photo by  
Raymond Muwaniri 
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Photos by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
Email: percymutseka@gmail.com 



  

Exploring Africa  
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Mahai Rest Camp, Drakensberg, KwaZulu-Natal 

South Africa  

Mahai rest camp is associated with 

the most spectacular mountain 

scenery. It is situated in the Royal 

Natal National Park which is part of 

the Maloti-Drakensberg Park, which 

was classified a World Heritage Site. 

The Mahai Camp offers facilities 

enough to cover 400 campers in 

about 84 campsites. There are 

communal ablution and laundry 

facilities making it more exciting and 

natural. 

Photo by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
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You can never 

go wrong 
with a group photo 

There are lots of 

ACTIVITIES  

for guests to enjoy  

at the campsites 

Photo by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
 



  

Climbing  

Mountain 
 

Some of the activities 

include 

Hiking, 

Horse 

riding, 

Mountain 

climbing 
which are arranged 

with the park 

management. 
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Photo by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Climbing Mountain 
 

Photo by 
Percy Mutseka Lunga 

 



 

 

 

  

There is no better 

way 

to enjoy 

nature 

than 

hiking 

in the 

mountains 
Photo by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
 



  

Whether, conquering the 

mountains, or simply relaxing in the 

tranquility of a Rocky Mountain 

pool, you decide how to spend your 

time at Mahai Rest camp. This is 

definitely a place worth having a 

vacation. It is a perfect option for a 

family, couples, friends, … 

7 

singles, and corporate retreats, with 

numerous guided on-camp activities 

to suit everyone’s preferences. For 

those of you who’d rather take time 

to explore the camp-sites on your 

own, there are self-guided 

adventures. 

Photo by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
 

Photo by Percy Mutseka Lunga 
 



  

Let’s Explore 
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8 

Photos by Bobby-Jo Vial 
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Did you 

know 
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Photo by Thandeka Ncube/ ThandeEffect 
https://twitter.com/TheThandiEffect?s=09  

https://twitter.com/ThandiEffect?s=09  

https://youtube.com/channel/UCLsY9uZgNsnNuKMx91N9YLQ  

https://youtube.com/channel/UCLsY9uZgNsnNuKMx91N9YLQ  

1. Giraffes are the tallest mammals on Earth. 

Their legs alone are taller than many humans 

2. A giraffe's neck is too short to reach the 

ground. As a result, it has to awkwardly spread its 

front legs or kneel to reach the ground for a drink of 

water.  

3. Giraffes only need to drink once every few 

days. Most of their water comes from all the plants 

they eat.  

4. Giraffes spend most of their lives standing up; 

they even sleep and give birth standing up.  

5. The giraffe calf can stand up and walk after 

about an hour and within a week, it starts to sample 

vegetation.  

6. Despite the females’ attempts to  stand over 

their calves during attacks by lions, spotted hyenas, 

leopards and African wild dogs (4), many calves are 

killed in their first few months. 

7. A giraffe’s spots are much like human 

fingerprints. No two individual giraffes have exactly 

the same pattern.  

8. Both male and female giraffes have two 

distinct, hair-covered horns called ossicones. Male 

giraffes use their horns to sometimes fight with other 

males.  

9. Giraffes only need 5 to 30 minutes of sleep in a 

24-hour period! They often achieve that in quick naps 

that may last only a minute or two at a time. 

10. Whilst it was thought that giraffes did not 

make any sounds, this is now known to be untrue, as 

giraffes bellow, snort, hiss and make flute-like sounds, 

as well as low pitch noises beyond the range of human 

hearing.  

Source: DoSomething.org 

 

https://twitter.com/TheThandiEffect?s=09
https://twitter.com/ThandiEffect?s=09
https://youtube.com/channel/UCLsY9uZgNsnNuKMx91N9YLQ
https://youtube.com/channel/UCLsY9uZgNsnNuKMx91N9YLQ
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Photo by Thandeka Ncube/ ThandeEffect 
 

The African elephant is recorded as 

having the largest brain in the animal 

kingdom, weighing up to 5kg.  The 

average life span of an elephant is on 

average 50 to 70 years. They are the only 

mammals which can’t jump but are 

excellent swimmers and runners. Adult 

elephants can spend about 16 hours a 

day eating since they require up to 300kg 

of food and 160 litres of water each day. 

An elephant’s trunk is an impressive 

multi-tool, which functions as a long 

nose used for smelling, breathing and 

trumpeting, it is also used as a hand to 

grab things – it is sensitive enough to 

pick up a blade of grass, and strong 

enough to rip the branches off a tree. 

The trunk is also used as a huge straw – 

elephants can suck up to 14 litres of 

water a time into their trunks and  

…then blow this water into their mouths 

to drink. When bathing, they also use 

their trunk to spray themselves with 

water and mud. 

Elephants have very sensitive skin and 

use mud as a form of sunscreen. They 

need to take regular mud baths in order 

to protect themselves from sunburn, 

insect bites and moisture loss. 

Elephant feet are covered in a soft 

padding that helps to support their 

weight, as well as preventing them from 

slipping and dulling the sound of their 

footsteps. As a result, elephants can walk 

almost silently, despite their huge 

weight. Furthermore, elephants use their 

feet to listen to the sub-sonic rumblings 

made by other elephants through 

vibrations in the ground. They have been 

observed to listen by putting their trunks 

on the ground and … 



Photo by Tom Svensson 
Conservation Photographer 

.. and carefully positioning their feet. 

Female elephants remain pregnant for 

2 years – the longest gestation period 

of all mammals. Having a baby elephant 

is no small commitment either. You 

may ask how much does an elephant 

weigh at birth, and the answer is a 

staggering 120kg. Elephants have small 

eyes and poor eyesight, but they make 

up for this with their amazing sense of 

smell. 

Elephants communicate with one 

another using sound, touch and scent. 

Their hearing is excellent (they can hear 

a trumpeting call from up to 5 miles 

away), and they use a wide range of 

sounds to talk to each other – including 

those which humans are not able to 

hear. 

Elephants are highly sensitive and 

caring animals, and have been 

observed to express grief, compassion, 

altruism and play. They perform 

greeting ceremonies when a friend that 

has been away for some time returns to 

the group, and they sometimes ‘hug’ by 

wrapping their trunks together. 

Elephants will pay respect to the bones 

of their dead by gently touching the 

skulls and tusks with their trunks and 

feet. 

Elephants are able to recognise 

themselves using mirrors. Such displays 

of self-recognition indicates a very high 

level of awareness, and is something 

which only humans, apes, cetaceans 

and magpies are otherwise known to 

do. 

 



  

African Hyena  
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Photo by Thandeka Ncube/ ThandeEffect 
 

The hyena is one of Africa’s most misunderstood species. It is widely classified as being 

mangy, vicious, cowardly, and even evil, its ability to arouse our collective contempt is 

unmatched among Africa’s mammals.  In spite of their strange and sometimes unsavory 

habits, hyenas are fascinating, even admirable. It seems they may not be the simpering, 

sneaky grave robbers of popular lore, after all. The spotted hyena is the most common 

large predator in Africa. 

Did you 

Know!!  
1. Girls rule, by a long shot. 

Hyena clans are matriarchies ruled by a 

single dominant female. Females are 

significantly larger than males, produce 

more testosterone, are more aggressive, 

and even develop “pseudo penises.” 
The lowest ranking members of a clan are 

the adult males, who are the last to eat at a 

communal carcass and are even forced to 

endure abuse from juveniles. Females 

determine which males they mate with 
and when. 

2. They have powerful enemies. 

The spotted hyena faces many dangers, but 

none, save perhaps humans, is more 

powerful or potentially lethal than its mortal 

enemy, the lion. Lions and hyenas seem to 

share a near pathological hatred for each 

other. A lion will often go out of its way and 

expose itself to grave danger for the 

opportunity to kill a hyena, which it will 

then refuse to eat. 
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For some people business travel is a massive job 

perk, and for others it’s a chore. However, just 

like anything else, it’s all about perspective. 

When done right, business travel can have many 

benefits. Of course, you also need to match your 

personality and circumstances to a high-travel 

job. Given the opportunity you can travel with 

your family and friends. 

Photos by Richard Kufa 
+263 733 679 315 

 



  

Couples Travel  
It doesn’t matter whether its business or a 

simple tour, its always good to travel with 

your partner. This makes the travel 

experience more unique and enjoyable. 

Traveling on business usually requires a 

companion, and given the opportunity to go 

with your partner why wouldn’t you. Some 

of the travel packages can be sponsored it all 

depends on your company. You can even 

sponsor yourself if you have the financial 

ability. 
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Photo by Richard Kufa 

Photos by Richard Kufa 



  

Before enjoying the travel, firstly, you have to do 

business then party later. So you need to take note of 

these points first… 

Now Enter Business  

Photos by Richard Kufa 



 

Photo sby Richard Kufa 

1. Telecommunication 

It is important to find a place where there is 

internet connection and a good conference 

room for business meetings. You can later go to 

other places once business is done. This will 

make you very effect at your job even while 

traveling. 

2. Unique business routine 

Try to look for places that have activities that 

are unique and can be enjoyed with your 

business partners. Simultaneously, humans are 

creatures of habit but also prone to boredom. 

Business travel will help keep things interesting 

and maybe secure a deal or two. 



  

4. New opportunities for recreation 

Have you always wanted to try something 

new, maybe horseback riding, hiking, stand 

up paddle boarding, fishing or anything 

that’s not within your comfort zone? This is 

definitely the time to try out everything. If 

you lose this opportunity remember you 

might work the whole year without is little 

time for enjoying yourself. 

Now Business festivities 
3. Enjoying everything a new 

place has to offer 

If you’re a foodie, this means staking out the 

best restaurants, food carts and hole in the 

wall diners around the country—or the 

world. If you’re a history buff, it means 

limitless museums and historical sites. Make 

sure to schedule room in the itinerary then 

maximize it. 

Photos by Richard Kufa 
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1. Unlike other canine species, 

they have only four toes on 

each foot. 

2. Pups are born every year, 

usually between March and 

June. A litter may contain as 

many as 16 pups. 

3. They hunt mainly medium-

sized antelope but are capable 

of bringing down a 250-kilo 

wildebeest. 

4. It is thought that they 

communicate when hunting, 

using calls and body language 

to signal to each other. 

5. The dogs range particularly 

widely, and need larger areas 

than almost any other 

terrestrial carnivore species in 

the world. 

WILD DOG  
AFRICAN 

FACTS 
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Good Old Days  

Those were the days: Africa - 
Zimbabwe - 1989 
When nobody was worried about 

sleeping in a ground tent. Today 

everybody prefers to sleep in a roof 

tent and many are afraid of camping 

on the ground. But normally animals 

accept the private space of unknown 

visitors to their territory. We smell 

different and strange to them. Watch 

the elephant 🐘 in the background. 

Manapools National Park 
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He is rather irritated about the foreign 

objects in his path of collecting 

delicious acacia fruit pods.  He will 

carefully step over the tent cords. If 

not disturbed it’s very unlikely that he 

will stumble or step on a tent.  Still I 

was much more comfortable sleeping 

inside the car than outside in a small 

tent on the ground. And you ❓ 

By Lilli Pilli. 

Photo by Lilli Pilli 



  

39 RANGER RECRUITS 

Days  Of 2020 
The year 2020 has been a strange 

but progressive year in Matusadona 

National Park.  

We started the year at Tashinga with 

the incredibly sad passing of two of 

our Law Enforcement rangers. We 

were able to register our legal entity  

22 

Photo by Bad Rabbit Studio 

'the Matusadona Conservation 

Trust' and import the first of a 

number of vehicles. We established 

our Board of Directors and long-

term vision and plans for the 

development of the Park. Lockdown 

came, and we continued to expand 

our management and employee 

team. Progress on … 

 



  

Photo by Bad Rabbit Studio 

Photo by Bad Rabbit Studio 

… the infrastructure development 

was slow initially due to the 

lockdown regulations, but our 

incredibly motivated team made up 

for it all with their dedication and 

hard work.  

 



  

We have a long way to walk on 

the path to where we would like 

Matusadona to be as a National 

Park, but we are all incredibly 

excited and dedicated to 

making it happen. 

We wish you a wonderful 2021 

full of good health and joy. We 

look forward to seeing you in 

the Park next year. 

Photo by Bad Rabbit Studio 

Photo by Bad Rabbit Studio 



  

 Photo by Tom Svensson 
Conservation Photographer 
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